
 

   Summer on the Pine ridge Reservation is a busy one with 
many Sun Dances pulling our people toward their traditional customs that also lead to traditional beliefs. There are also many church 
groups who come from out of state, stay for short periods of time to teach their sometimes liberal beliefs, and try help in any way they can.   
We feel it is so important for our Mission Team to be active by having worship, Sunday school, crafts, fun activities and providing meals.   
More and more, adults are coming to hear the true word of God and worship. We had an adult baptism in July.  The end of July, one of 
these out-of-state groups came to use the building, made promises to fix it up, and do other great things for the people, and somehow  
they are getting a lease  from the tribe for the Community Building.  They changed the locks, took down our church sign, and we were 
pushed out.  We were forced to cancel the worship service the second Sunday of August.  On that very day, Aug 12th, one of our regular 
baptized attendees passed away in her sleep.  30-year-old Holly, a mother of four children, had been diagnosed several months earlier with 
an incurable disease and was given approximately 6 months to live.  We should have been there that day to comfort, assure and pray with 
her family, friends, and church family but we had no building.  Some of our Mission Team did attend the wake and funeral.  Pastor Al Sutton 
had many contacts with the family. He was at the wake to share scripture and also before her funeral to share the Gospel and talk of Holly’s 
baptism into Gods family.  
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We have had very good attendance 
this summer for our worship services.   

In May we kept up the tradition from 
the past 6 years for Trinity Sunday, 
serving “strawberry shortcake.”     

Larry Belitz used his card trick to show 
how witnessing to our family and 
friends can help many hear the gospel 
and be part of the family of God.   

Pentecost we learned of the gift of 
Holy Spirit. To remind us that we all 
have that gift, we made crowns with  
an orange and yellow chenille flame. 

In one of Pastor Sutton’s message, he 
talked about his new ducks, how they 
are smelly, noisy, scared and run away 
and hide from him even though he is 
the one to feed and care for them.  He 
said we are like those ducks, smelly, 
filled with sin, we run and hide and are 
scared.  God searches and finds us, 
forgiving us with His loving care.  

 

 



 
Pastor Al Sutton has spent many hours working with the tribe to get us back in the building, or find us a new building or even a piece of land 
that we can lease.     Pastor Al wrote a word of encouragement to all of our team. I will share just a part of that now.   

 As you know, on the reservation it’s all about who you know.  Good thing for us, I just got off the line with the Creator of the 
universe!  The call was rather one directional but I know He heard every word and is already “on it”.   

Thank you for your prayers, and we remember the promise of Romans 8:28 that “all things work together for good for those 
that are called according to His purpose.”  “All things”=even this.  The only thing “good” in this life is the Grace of God and 
the Gospel that we are working to spread.  Through the Gospel, we know we are called through the church (in our 
ministry)  and in our baptisms(individually).    

 I started my truck this morning and loaded some things up that needed to go into town.  As I was loading I wondered if I 
was handling this situation right and what to do next.  I wondered what our mentor, Pastor Bob Utecht, would do.  I got in 
the truck and my Bible app was playing.  I know I shut this off yesterday morning.  But the verse that greeted me as I drove 
away?  “Not by power, nor by strength, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).  Can’t you just hear Pastor 
Utecht saying that?  Thy will be done. 

On Aug 26th,    after being told by a contact from the group and tribal member that we could use the building, we could not 
obtain a key so we planned an outdoor community barbeque.  It was a 100+ degree day but we certainly had a great turn out, 
serving between 70 and 80 people hotdogs, chips, drinks and cookies.  This important fellowship let the people know we care 
and that we will be back.    Jim Tilley withstood the heat and grilled over 160 hotdogs.   I don’t know what we would do 
without all his help.  Pastor Al Sutton and his son had a lasso with plastic steer head, also a BB gun and target.  Even the girls 
had fun with that.    We ask you all to please keep us, our people and this challenging situation in prayer.  We know God has a 
plan for our mission and His Word. We are anxious to see what it is.   Thank you!                   -- Diane Falin 

 

Sunday Barbeque -- August 26, 2018 

  


